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Council	
  confirms	
  the	
  appointments	
  of	
  a	
  	
  

probationary	
  and	
  permanent	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  Judges	
  	
  

WINDOW	
  ROCK	
  –	
  During	
  the	
  2017	
  Fall	
  
Council	
  Session,	
  the	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  Council	
  
considered	
  Legislation	
  No.	
  0266-­‐17	
  and	
  
Legislation	
  No.	
  0271-­‐17,	
  confirming	
  the	
  
probationary	
  appointment	
  of	
  Tina	
  Tsinigine	
  
as	
  a	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  District	
  Court	
  judge	
  and	
  
confirming	
  the	
  permanent	
  appointment	
  of	
  
Malcolm	
  P.	
  Begay	
  as	
  a	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  
District	
  Court	
  judge.	
  	
  

Law	
  and	
  Order	
  Committee	
  chair	
  Council	
  
Delegate	
  Edmund	
  Yazzie	
  (Churchrock,	
  
Iyanbito,	
  Mariano	
  Lake,	
  Pinedale,	
  Smith	
  
Lake,	
  Thoreau),	
  who	
  sponsored	
  both	
  
legislations,	
  stated	
  that	
  the	
  two	
  
appointments	
  are	
  greatly	
  needed	
  due	
  to	
  
the	
  lack	
  of	
  judges	
  in	
  every	
  judicial	
  district.	
  	
  	
  

“The	
  Nation’s	
  courts	
  are	
  overwhelmed	
  
with	
  high	
  loads	
  of	
  pending	
  cases	
  and	
  the	
  
lack	
  of	
  judges	
  to	
  address	
  violent	
  crimes	
  raises	
  many	
  concerns	
  within	
  the	
  justice	
  system.	
  The	
  two	
  
appointments	
  would	
  help	
  the	
  cause	
  to	
  address	
  justice,”	
  said	
  Delegate	
  Yazzie.	
  	
  

Tsinigine’s	
   is	
   Tł’ízí	
   Łání	
   (Many	
   Goats	
   Clan)	
   born	
   for	
   Kinyaa’áanii	
   (Towering	
   House	
   People).	
   Her	
  
maternal	
   grandfather	
   is	
   Bįįh	
   Bitoo’nii	
   and	
   her	
   paternal	
   grandfather	
   is	
   Tsé	
   Deeshgiizhnii.	
   She	
   is	
  
originally	
  from	
  Coppermine,	
  Ariz.	
  	
  

According	
  to	
  the	
  Judicial	
  Branch,	
  Tsinigine	
  has	
  worked	
  nine	
  years	
  as	
  a	
  staff	
  attorney	
  at	
  the	
  Tuba	
  
City	
  Judicial	
  District	
  and	
  is	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  Bar	
  Association	
  and	
  the	
  Arizona	
  State	
  
Bar	
  Association.	
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PHOTO:	
  Tina	
  Tsinigine	
  takes	
  the	
  oath	
  of	
  office	
  
administered	
  by	
  acting	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  Chief	
  Justice	
  
Thomas	
  J.	
  Holgate	
  after	
  being	
  confirmed	
  as	
  a	
  
probationary	
  judge	
  by	
  the	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  Council,	
  during	
  
the	
  2017	
  Fall	
  Council	
  Session	
  at	
  the	
  Council	
  Chamber	
  in	
  
Window	
  Rock,	
  Arizona	
  on	
  Oct.	
  18,	
  2017.	
  	
  

	
  



Resolution	
  No.	
  LOCJN-­‐05-­‐17	
  found	
  that	
  Tsinigine	
  met	
  the	
  qualifications	
  to	
  serve	
  as	
  a	
  probationary	
  
district	
  court	
  judge.	
  Pursuant	
  to	
  Title	
  7	
  section	
  355(B),	
  Tsinigine	
  will	
  be	
  appointed	
  for	
  a	
  
probationary	
  period	
  of	
  two	
  years.	
  Council	
  approved	
  Legislation	
  No.	
  0266-­‐17	
  on	
  Tuesday	
  with	
  a	
  
12-­‐1	
  vote.	
  	
  

Council	
  Delegate	
  Kee	
  Allen	
  Begay,	
  Jr.	
  (Low	
  Mountain,	
  Many	
  Farms,	
  Nazlini,	
  Tachee/Blue	
  Gap,	
  
Tselani/Cottonwood),	
  who	
  co-­‐sponsored	
  Legislation	
  No.	
  0271-­‐17,	
  commended	
  the	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  
Judicial	
  Branch	
  for	
  collaborating	
  with	
  the	
  LOC	
  to	
  strengthen	
  the	
  judicial	
  system	
  by	
  recommending	
  
the	
  appointment	
  of	
  Malcolm	
  P.	
  Begay	
  as	
  a	
  permanent	
  district	
  court	
  judge.	
  	
  

“The	
  appointment	
  of	
  a	
  permanent	
  district	
  
court	
  judge,	
  Chief	
  Justice,	
  or	
  associated	
  
justices	
  is	
  a	
  lengthy	
  process.	
  Malcolm	
  Begay	
  
has	
  completed	
  the	
  process	
  and	
  he	
  was	
  highly	
  
recommended	
  by	
  the	
  former	
  acting	
  Chief	
  
Justice	
  Allen	
  Sloan.	
  The	
  LOC	
  appreciates	
  the	
  
completed	
  work	
  to	
  confirm	
  Begay	
  as	
  a	
  
judge,”	
  said	
  Delegate	
  Begay.	
  	
  

Begay’s	
  maternal	
  clan	
  is	
  Tsi’naajinii	
  (Black-­‐
Streaked-­‐Wood	
  People)	
  and	
  his	
  paternal	
  clan	
  
is	
  Kinyaa’áanii	
  (Towering	
  House	
  People).	
  His	
  
maternal	
  grandfather	
  is	
  Tsénijikini	
  and	
  his	
  
paternal	
  grandfather	
  is	
  Tsé	
  Deeshgiizhnii.	
  He	
  
is	
  originally	
  from	
  the	
  community	
  of	
  
Steamboat,	
  Ariz.	
  	
  

According	
  to	
  the	
  legislation,	
  Judge	
  Begay	
  
served	
  his	
  two-­‐year	
  probationary	
  term	
  as	
  a	
  
district	
  court	
  judge	
  at	
  the	
  Kayenta	
  District	
  
Court.	
  On	
  March	
  3,	
  acting	
  Chief	
  Justice	
  Allen	
  Sloan	
  determined	
  that	
  Judge	
  Begay	
  had	
  satisfactorily	
  
completed	
  his	
  probationary	
  term.	
  	
  

On	
  April	
  26,	
  the	
  LOC	
  approved	
  legislation	
  recommending	
  the	
  permanent	
  appointment	
  of	
  Judge	
  
Begay,	
  which	
  was	
  sent	
  to	
  President	
  Russell	
  Begay,	
  however,	
  no	
  action	
  was	
  taken.	
  	
  	
  

Pursuant	
  to	
  Title	
  2	
  section	
  601(B)(11),	
  it	
  is	
  authorized	
  to	
  present	
  directly	
  to	
  the	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  
Council	
  the	
  issue	
  of	
  permanent	
  appointment	
  of	
  any	
  probationary	
  justice	
  and	
  judges,	
  whom	
  the	
  
LOC	
  and	
  the	
  Chief	
  Justice	
  have	
  recommended	
  for	
  permanent	
  appointment	
  and	
  which	
  
recommendation	
  to	
  the	
  President	
  has	
  failed	
  to	
  convey	
  to	
  the	
  Council	
  within	
  60-­‐days	
  of	
  receiving	
  
the	
  recommendation.	
  	
  

During	
  the	
  legislation	
  discussion,	
  many	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Council	
  stressed	
  many	
  concerns	
  regarding	
  
domestic	
  violence,	
  missing	
  persons,	
  substance	
  abuse	
  offenses,	
  crime	
  sentencing,	
  court	
  
proceedings,	
  out	
  dated	
  criminal	
  and	
  civil	
  laws,	
  and	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  using	
  Navajo	
  culture	
  and	
  
language	
  within	
  the	
  court	
  system.	
  	
  

PHOTO:	
  Malcolm	
  P.	
  Begay	
  takes	
  the	
  oath	
  of	
  office	
  
administered	
  by	
  acting	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  Chief	
  Justice	
  
Thomas	
  J.	
  Holgate	
  after	
  being	
  confirmed	
  as	
  a	
  permanent	
  
judge	
  by	
  the	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  Council,	
  during	
  the	
  2017	
  Fall	
  
Council	
  Session	
  at	
  the	
  Council	
  Chamber	
  in	
  Window	
  Rock,	
  
Arizona	
  on	
  Oct.	
  18,	
  2017.	
  	
  



In	
  response	
  to	
  the	
  questions,	
  Judge	
  Begay	
  said,	
  “I	
  completed	
  four-­‐years	
  of	
  my	
  probationary	
  term	
  
as	
  a	
  judge	
  at	
  Kayenta	
  Court	
  and	
  it	
  was	
  challenge	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  judges.	
  There	
  are	
  many	
  
challenges	
  within	
  the	
  justice	
  system	
  of	
  the	
  Nation	
  and	
  I	
  will	
  do	
  my	
  best	
  to	
  uphold	
  my	
  
responsibilities	
  and	
  address	
  the	
  Council’s	
  concerns	
  as	
  a	
  judge.”	
  

Judge	
  Begay	
  and	
  acting	
  Chief	
  Justice	
  Thomas	
  J.	
  Holgate	
  thanked	
  the	
  Council	
  and	
  the	
  LOC	
  for	
  the	
  
continuous	
  support	
  to	
  fulfill	
  the	
  appointment	
  of	
  judges	
  on	
  the	
  Nation.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  Council	
  approved	
  Legislation	
  No.	
  0271-­‐17	
  with	
  at	
  15-­‐5	
  vote	
  on	
  Wednesday.	
  Following	
  the	
  
vote,	
  Judge	
  Tsinigine	
  and	
  Judge	
  Begay	
  was	
  sworn-­‐in	
  by	
  acting	
  Chief	
  Justice	
  Holgate	
  following	
  the	
  
Council’s	
  approval	
  of	
  the	
  legislation.	
  

#	
  #	
  #	
  

For	
  news	
  on	
  the	
  latest	
  legislative	
  branch	
  activities,	
  please	
  visit	
  www.navajonationcouncil.org	
  or	
  
find	
  us	
  on	
  Facebook	
  and	
  Twitter,	
  keywords:	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  Council	
  

	
  


