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Speaker Damon, Chairman Tso request Surgeon
General maintain presence of medical officers on Navajo Nation
WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. — On Thursday, Mar.
5, Speaker Seth Damon and Health, Education,
and Human Services Committee Chair Daniel E.
Tso submitted a letter to Vice Admiral Jerome
Adams, the surgeon general of the United States,
requesting commissioned officers stationed in
Navajo Nation health care facilities be maintained
in their current roles.

Acknowledging
the
unique
skills
commissioned officers possess, Speaker Damon
and Chairman Tso said: “…we wish to express our
sincere appreciation to those that serve in this
most critical function. We would like that service
to continue through the spread of COVID-19
so that the Navajo Nation’s at-risk populations
receive the best care possible.”

Commissioned officers in the U.S. Public
Health Service Commissioned Corps are
currently utilized by both Navajo Area Indian
Health Service facilities and the Navajo Nation’s
own PL-93-638 contracted health care facilities
as professional dentists, engineers, health service
officers, nurses, medical officers, pharmacists,
and more.

The surgeon general oversees the PHS
Commissioned Corps and recommends the
deployment of uniformed medical officers.
The Navajo Nation healthcare system utilizes
commissioned officers in several critical
areas. “We know the knowledge and skill each
commissioned officer carries is an extremely
valuable asset in times of public health threats,
such as COVID-19. We hope you will consider
these requests on behalf of the Navajo people and
in light of the progress our health care system has
made, and hopes to maintain during this critical
moment,” the letter stated.

“The commissioned officers providing
essential services to the Navajo public are
integral to the Navajo Nation’s overall strategy
of maintaining stability and retaining officers
that are culturally-aware. Such professionals are
extremely difficult to recruit, train, and retain in
times of great need,” they stated in the letter.
As the country faces a growing number of
COVID-19 (coronavirus) cases, the Navajo Nation
Council is receiving updates directly from the
World Health Organization and the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. Additionally,
the Navajo Nation Department of Health and the
Navajo Area Indian Health Service are providing
updates to the Navajo Nation’s COVID-19 policy
response group.

Speaker Damon and Chairman Tso are
monitoring the response to COVID-19 on
the Navajo Nation and within the region. On
Thursday, Mar. 12, the Navajo Nation Department
of Health and the COVID-19 Preparedness Team
are scheduled to give updates before the Navajo
Nation Council’s Naabik’íyáti’ Committee
on preparation and response efforts. More
information can be found on the NNDOH website
at www.ndoh.navajo-nsn.gov/COVID-19.
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