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LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET
Tracking No. __ 00522/

DATE: March 21, 2021

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACTION RELATING TO THE RESOURCE AND
DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES, LAW AND
ORDER, AND NAABIK’{YATI COMMITTEES AND NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL;
AMENDING NAVAJO NATION VETERANS TRUST FUND, TITLE 12, SUBCHAPTER
8,12 N.N.C. § 1171

PURPOSE: This resolution, if approved, will amend the Navajo Nation Trust Fund to restructure
the distribution provisions to the Navajo Veterans Housing Program.

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by
the standing committee. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each committee member
to review the proposed resolution in detail.
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10 AN ACTION RELATING TO THE RESOURCE AND DEVELOPMENT,

—
—

HEALTH EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES, LAW AND ORDER, AND

12 NAABIK’iYATi COMMITTEES AND NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL;

13 AMENDING NAVAJO NATION VETERANS TRUST FUND, TITLE 12,

14 SUBCHAPTER 8,12 N.N.C. § 1171

15

16 BE IT ENACTED:

17 SECTION ONE. AUTHORITIES

18 A. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C.
19 § 102(A).

20 B. The Naabik’iyati Committee is a standing committee of the Navajo Nation
21 Council with the delegated responsibility to recommend resolutions to the Navajo
22 Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. §§ 700 and 701 (A)(3).

23 C. The Law and Order Committee is a standing committee of the NaQajo Nation
24 Council with the delegated responsibility to “review and make recommendations
25 to the Navajo Nation Council on proposed amendments to and enactments to the
26 Navajo Nation Code.” 2 N.N.C. §§ 600 (A) and 601 (B)(14).

27 D. The Health, Education and Human Services Committee is a standing committee
28 of the Navajo Nation Council and exercises oversight authority over veterans’
29 services, among other duties and responsibilities. 2 N.N.C. §§ 400 and 401
30 (C)(6).
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1 E. The Resources and Development Committee is a standing committee of the

2 Navajo Nation Council with the delegated responsibility to "establish policies and

3 legislation appropriate to the housing needs of the Navajo Nation and its People."

4 2 N.N.C. §§500 and 501 (C)(3).

5

6 SECTION TWO. FINDINGS

7 A. The Establishment provision of the Navajo Nation Veterans Trust Fund, 12

8 N.N.C. §§ 1171 - 1176, as updated by CS-48-13, states

9 § 1171. Establishment
10 A. The “Navajo Nation Veterans Trust Fund” hereinafter the “Trust Fund” is
11 established with an initial appropriation of six million dollars
12 ($6,000,000.00) from revenues from Undesignated Tribal Reserves. Each
13 year, during the appropriation of the Navajo Nation Comprehensive
14 Budget, the Navajo Nation Council shall budget a sum equal to at least
15 four percent (4%) of any and all projected revenues of the Navajo Nation,
16 including, but not limited to revenues received from taxes, oil and gas,
17 mining and minerals, timber, land rentals, interest and dividends, gain on
18 sale of securities and other revenue producing activities. One-half (1/2) of
19 that four percent (4%) shall be transferred to the Navajo Veteran’s Trust
20 Fund to be used as set forth herein. The remaining one-half (1/2) of that
21 four percent (4%) shall be administered by the Department of Navajo
22 Veteran’s Affairs (DNVA). Each of the five (§) DNVA Agency offices
23 shall be allocated an equal share of that amount to provide construction of
24 up to fifteen (15) homes equitably in each of their respective Agencies
25 using all possible assistance program funds that such veterans may qualify
26 for to construct as many homes as possible and provide minor home
27 renovations and repairs for Navajo veterans.
28 B. The annual appropriation authorized above shall continue and for purposes
29 of this resolution, all unexpended funds shall not lapse back into the
30 Veterans Trust Fund through Fiscal Year 2017, and shall expire thereafter,
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1 unless specifically re-authorized.

2 B. The 2017 unexpended funds lapse deadline set forth in 12 N.N.C. § 1171 (B) was

3 extended to 2020 by CS-56-17 and to 2024 by CS-78-20.

4 C. Resolution No. CJY-55-18 established the Navajo Veterans Housing Program

5 within the Navajo Nation Veterans Administration at 2 N.N.C § 1033 as follows:

6 § 1033. Navajo Housing Program

7 A. There is hereby established a Navajo Veterans Housing Program within

8 the Navajo Veterans Administration.

9 B. The Navajo Veterans Housing Program shall be administered by the
10 Navajo Veterans Administration. The Veterans Housing Program shall be
11 supervised by a Program Manager hired by the Director of the Navajo
12 Veterans Administration pursuant to the Navajo Nation Personnel Policies
13 and Procedures Manual. Personnel of the Veterans Housing Program shall
14 include a Housing Specialist at each agency of the Navajo Nation.

15 C. Duties and Responsibilities of the Navajo Veterans Housing Program shall
16 include administering the Navajo Nation Veterans Administrations
17 Housing Program Policies and Procedures. The Veterans Administration
18 Housing Program Policies and Procedure shall be approved by the Health,
19 Education and Human Services Committee, upon the recommendation of
20 the Navajo Nation Veterans Advisory Council.
21 C. The Navajo Nation Veterans Advisory Council recommends that 12 N.N.C. §
22 1171 be amended as set forth in Exhibit A.
23
24 SECTION THREE. APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO 12 N.N.C. § 1171
25 The Navajo Nation hereby amends the Navajo Nation Veterans Trust Fund, 12
26 N.N.C. § 1171, as follows:
27
28
29 Title 12. Fiscal Matters
30 Subchapter 8. Navajo Nation Veterans Trust Fund
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1 § 1171. Establishment

2 A. The “Navajo Nation Veterans Trust Fund” hereinafter the “Trust Fund” is

3 established with an initial appropriation of six million dollars ($6,000,000.00)

4 from revenues from Undesignated Tribal Reserves.

5 B. Each year, during the appropriation of the Navajo Nation Comprehensive Budget,

6 the Navajo Nation Council shall budget a sum equal to at least four percent (4%)

7 of any and all projected revenues of the Navajo Nation, including, but not limited

8 to revenues received from taxes, oil and gas, mining and minerals, timber, land

9 rentals, interest and dividends, gain on sale of securities and other revenue
10 producing activities as follows:
11 1. One-half (1/2) of that the four percent (4%) shall be transferred to the |
12 Navajo Veteran’s Trust Fund to be used as set forth herein.
13 2. The remaining one-half (1/2) of that the four percent (4%) shall be
14 allocated to the Navajo Veterans Housing Program and administered by
15 the Department—ef—Navajo—Veteran’s—Affairs(DNVA) Navajo Nation
16 Veterans Administration (NNVA).
17 a._ The Navajo Veterans Housing Program shall leverage the allocated
18 funds, including match funding, in order to construct as many
19 turnkey homes as possible for homeless veterans, as well as to
20 provide major and minor home renovations and repairs. ‘
21 b. Subparagraph (a) above shall apply to honorably discharged ‘
22 Navajo veterans, without regard to age, gender or geographical |
23 location, as long as such location is within the exterior boundaries 1
24 of the Navajo Nation. 1
25
26
27
28
29
30 B. The -annual appropriation authorized above shall not expire eentinue—and—for
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SECTION FOUR. EFFECTIVE DATE
This legislation shall become effective in accord with 2 N.N.C. § 221(B).

SECTION FIVE. SAVING CLAUSE
Should any provision of this legislation be determined invalid by the Navajo Nation
Supreme Court, or the District Courts of the Navajo Nation without appeal to the
Navajo Nation Supreme Court, those portions of the policies and procedures not

determined invalid shall remain valid and effective.
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