
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — Speaker Seth Damon and members of the 24th Navajo Nation Council 
join Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and tribal leaders for a leadership meeting to discuss 
ways to achieve consensus on tribal redistricting maps for New Mexico.

Representatives from the Navajo Nation Human Rights Commission, All Pueblo Council of 
Governors, and Jicarilla Apache Nation were present to provide input on the redistricting maps 
created.   

In March 2021, the New Mexico legislature passed Senate Bill No. 204 that creates an advisory 
commission to draw federal and state lines utilizing 2020 Census information. The committee 
continues to receive input during public meetings to then draw three plans for congressional and 
state district maps.

“If we are not on the same page as tribal nations, it is at the advantage of those against us who 
want to suppress or limit the votes of our native communities,” said Speaker Seth Damon (Bááhaalí, 
Chichiltah, Manuelito, Red Rock, Rock Springs, Tséyatoh). “Every day is Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
for us and we come together to make important decisions to protect the power of the native vote 
for our communities. We need one redistricting map that truly represents our tribal nations in New 
Mexico.”
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PHOTO: Council Delegate Wilson C. Stewart, Jr. and Speaker Seth Damon meeting with tribal leaders to discuss tribal 
redistricting maps for New Mexico.

The 24TH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

Office of the Speaker

MEDIA CONTACTS
Alray Nelson, Communications Director
Kyron Hardy, Public Information Officer
Kolton Nephew, Legislative Staff Writer

E-mail: nnlb.communications@gmail.com
Phone: (928) 530-8329



Final map plans with written evaluations are due to the legislature by Oct 30. State lawmakers 
then can adopt, modify, or ignore the commission’s proposals.

“As sovereign nations in New Mexico, there is shared consensus that all we want is for our 
home communities to vote,” said Chair Daniel Tso (Littlewater, Pueblo Pintado, Torreon, Whitehorse 
Lake, Baca/Prewitt, Casamero Lake, Ojo Encino, Counselor). “We will maintain the 62% threshold 
for each district so that we have a majority of Native American voters represented. It is important 
that our tribal communities have an influence on what happens in Congress and the international 
landscape.” 

According to the New Mexico Indian Affairs Department, there are approximately 228,400 
Native American citizens in the state - making it 10.9% percent of the entire population. The 
Navajo Nation has chapter polling sites within McKinley, San Juan, Cibola, Bernalillo, Rio Arriba, 
Socorro, and Sandoval counties. 

Following the 2020 Census, New Mexico has apportioned three congressional districts, which 
was unchanged from 2010. New Mexico’s House of Representatives is made up of 70 districts and 
the State Senate is made up of 42 districts. 

“It is evident from the data gathered that Navajo voters do not participate in early voting 
activities, mail-in their ballots or travel to convenience centers that are widely available in urban 
areas like Albuquerque,” said Executive Director Leonard Gorman. “The Navajo people vote in 
higher numbers on election day, so we have to ensure we make this process easier for them. Our 
studies show that a Navajo voter pays $20 for fuel to travel to a chapter house and then a state 
polling location to vote. Their voting experience is completely different to other tribes around New 
Mexico.”   

Following a day of deliberations, all tribes agreed to submit one redistricting map for the State 
House of Representatives and to submit two (2) separate maps for the State Senate. The Navajo 
Nation will be submitting one map for the Public Education Commission while other tribes opted 
out to comment.

The New Mexico Legislature plans to convene a special session in early December to adopt 
the final maps submitted from the independent Citizen Redistricting Committee.
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