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DATE: January 19, 2023 

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET 
Tracking No. 0002-2~ 

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACTION RELATING TO AN EMERGENCY AND THE 
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; SELECTING AND CONFIRMING THE SPEAKER OF THE 
25TH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

PURPOSE: This resolution, if approved, will select and confirm the Speaker of the 25th Navajo 
Nation Council. 

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by 
the standing committee. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each committee member 
to review the proposed resolution in detail. 

OLC No. 23-012-1 
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PROPOSED NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - First Year, 2023 

Prime Sponsor 

TRACKING NO. __ 00_0_2.-_2_3_ 

AN ACTION 

Navajo Natio Council 

RELATING TO AN EMERGENCY AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; 

SELECTING AND CONFIRMING THE SPEAKER OF THE 25TH NAVAJO NATION 

COUNCIL 

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

A. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo Nation and shall 

consist of24 delegates. 2 N.N.C. §102 (A). 

B. The Navajo Nation Council shall select and confirm a Speaker of the Navajo Nation 

Council as the first order of business at the Council session scheduled for the fourth 

Monday in January of any odd numbered year. 2 N.N.C. § 282 (C). 

C. The Navajo Nation Council has the authority to promulgate rules, regulations and 

procedures for the conduct of its meetings and that of its committees. 2 N.N.C. § 102 

(E). 

D. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 164 (A)(16) "Matters constituting an emergency shall be 

limited to the cessation of law enforcement services, and disaster relief services, fire 

protection services or other direct services required as an entitlement under the 

Navajo Nation or Federal law, or which directly threaten the sovereignty of the 
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Navajo Nation. Such an emergency matter must arise due to the pressing public need 

for such resolution(s) and must be a matter requiring final action by the Council." 

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

A. There is established the Office of the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council.: 2 

N.N.C. § 281 (A). 

B. The Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council shall be a member of the Navajo Nation 

Council in good standing. 2 N.N.C. § 281 (B). 

C. The Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council shall serve at the pleasure of the Navajo 

Nation Council and shall serve for a term of two (2) years. 2 N.N.C. § 282 (A) (B). 

D. This legislation is put forth as an emergency legislation pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 164 

(A)(l 6) as the 25th Navajo Nation Council has a statutory mandate to select and 

confirm its Speaker as the first order of business at the 25th Navajo Nation Council's 

Winter Session statutorily scheduled to start on January 23, 2023. 

E. Dangerous and potentially life-threatening winter travel conditions, unreliable 

internet access, and staff illnesses interfered with the ability to satisfy the five-day 

posting requirement of 2 N.N.C. § 164 (A)(7), prior to the start of the Council's 

Winter Session. 

F. If the 25th Navajo Nation Council does not select and confirm their Speaker on the 

fourth Monday in January (January 23, 2023), the Council will not be able to take any 

action to ensure that adequate funding and emergency services are available to 

support Navajo communities through the projected upcoming winter storms and 

dangerous conditions. 

G. In light of the above, there is indeed a "pressing public need" for this emergency 

legislation. 

SECTION THREE. ADOPTION OF RULES FOR SELECTION OF SPEAKER 

A. Pursuant to Navajo Nation Council Resolution CJA-03-11 attached herein as Exhibit 

A, each Council shall be authorized to select a Speaker pursuant to its own process 
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and procedures or to utilize the process and procedures set forth in Section 3 of CJA-

03-11. 

B. For the purposes of selecting its Speaker, the 25th Navajo Nation Council hereby 

adopts the Rules in the Selection of the Speaker set forth in Section 3 of CJA-03-11, 

attached as Exhibit A. 

SECTION FOUR. SELECTION AND CONFIRMATION 

A. The Navajo Nation Council hereby selects the Honorable 

___________ as Speaker of the 25th Navajo Nation Council. 

B. The Navajo Nation Council, pursuant to its authority under Navajo Nation law, 

hereby confirms the Honorable ____________ to serve as Speaker 

of the 25th Navajo Nation Council for a two year term with all powers and duties 

delegated by Navajo Nation law. 

SECTION FIVE. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Action and the selection of the Speaker of the 25th Navajo Nation Council shall be 

effective pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 221 (C). 
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JU:S0I.~X0N or ~Im 
NAVAJO 'NATXON CO'tJNCXX. 

c.m-03-11 

22nd NAVAJO NATION COUNC:CX. - F~rst YoD.l: 201i . 

AN J\CTJ:ON 

lUIUt.'rJ:NG 'ZO -:rm: NAVA,10 NA~XOU COtntcn., ru:ac:rNDXNG c.:JA-'--93 JUm 
c.m-02-99 1 1\ES0L\n':t0NS .N)I)JU:SSXNC:: ~HE PltOCESS .Am,· PROCEOtm:E FOR' 
!mE 8Et.l!!C'J:XON J\?m CONFD\MM:ION OJ!' 'rltE SPEARER OF' 'J:JtE NAVAuO ltA'r:CON 
COtJ'NC:cI, 'J:0 Su.EC'r ::t'rB SPEAKER l\Nt> J\DOl'~ JI. i'ROCESS AND l'P.OCED'tmE 
ACC0ru>:tNGLY 

BE %'1' J!:NAC:t'EO: 

Soati.cn :i.. Fi.ntlinga nnd P\l~oao 

• 1. The . n\lll\ber of dolegatcs to the Novcjo Nation council wns 
reduced ~ro~ 88 to 24 members by vote ot Din6 voters. 

2. l'ur:suant to Ncvajo Nntion law, the Nnvnjo Nation Council is 
authorized to oolcct a speaker !rem cmong ito membership. The 
selection of the speaker is en int1,rnal procoss of tho Navajo 
Nction Council.. • 

3.. In January 1993, the Navajo No.tion council cdopted· rules in 
the selection of Speaker of the Nnvajo Nation Council. CJI\-Ol.-93. 
Theso ruleo wore amended in spoc1cl Session o! the Navajo Nction 
coun~il in 199~. CJA-02-99 (Document No. 2026). 

4. Xn accordance ~1th Din6 tradition, the rules in tho selection 
of the Speaker must be .inclusive and allow broader participation 

•-.. by all delegates to the Nava:,o Nation Council. 'l'ho procese 
involved in the selection o! a Din6 leader is dono ~n a democratic 
manner, with utmost participation by every delegate of the Navajo 
Nation Council. 

5. In order that the requirements of 2 N,N,C. § 282 (C) be met 
and that the eelect:1.on end confirmation of tho speake:: of the 
Nava,o Nation Council. be the ~1.rat order of bu:,im:::si: ct ,the 
counci.1 oeooion ochcdulcd for the fourth Monday in January of 2011 
nnd thi:, :sel.ection be done in n manner cons;;i:stont with Navcjo 
tradition and tho intent of the 22n~ Navajo Nation council, 

.. 
-



c.m-03-11 

0001:!.on 2. nooc:intling c~-:l-93 iancl C.7A-02-9P 

Tho Navajo Nation Council rosoinds CJA-1-93 and CJA-02-99. 

Section 3 • Rul.es :Ln tho Sol.cction of the Speakor 

For the 22nd Navajo Nation Council, tho Navajo Nation Council 
hereby adopts the ~ollowing rules: 

l. Cnch council. of the Navajo Nation ahall be outhori:od 
to aolect o Speaker pursuant to ito own pr~cess, 

2. 'l'hc Speaker shall be selected as tho :!iret order o~ 
busi.ne:ss at the Winter Sc:ssion of the Navajo Nation 
Council, January 2011. The Spoa.kex: eha.U. be: ael.ectcd. 
and contirmod by the Navajo Nation Council as the 
~irst item of business at tho council oossicn scheduled 
for tho fourth Monday in January of any odd numbers 
year, 2 N.N.c. § 282 (C). 

3. Read the poworo and duties of the speaker, as written 
in 2 N.N.c. Sec~ion 285 into the record. 

4, Any delegate may nominate another delegate to serve as 
Speaker with no oocond required. If ~he curron~ Speaker 
1~ nominated end accepts the nomination, he/eho ehall 
point e Speaker pro tern pursuant to 2 N N.c. 265Cb)(3). 

s. 'l'he number of nominations ehal.l be unlimited, eKcopt 
upon raot:f.on, socond end majority vote en closing tho 
nomination process. 

6, Ench nominee shall nccept or rejo~t a nomination upon 
being nominated. ' 

7. &ach norainee, in order of his er her draw, shali be 
allowed to make a 15-minui"Ce statement on his or her 
plat~orm for Speaker, 

8. Each nominee, in the order of his er her draw, ~hall be 
ollowed to mako a 15-minute ot~tement on hie or her 
pla~form for Speaker. 

9. Ouestiono shall not be ollowed. 



CJA•03•1J. 

10. Upon prosentotion~ by nominees, each member ot the 
~&vaia ~~tian CounciL ~~escnt she.LL co.et enc ~ate (Q~ ~ 
candidate by aecrot ballot. Tho Naviijo Nation Elect.ton· 
~dminiatz:atian shall nssiat in the balloting. 

11. In the event thore are more than two nominees, there 
shall bo a run-off election between tho two canclidate-s 
z:cce~ving the most votes. At which time, tho final two 
t:1lndit\b't.Otl' '\till be all0\o1Dd S tni.Tl"lltc :stnt.tm1el\t. bd01:!: 
final vote, with no questions or comment:s. 'l'hie run• 
off election procedure ahal1 not apply in tho event 
candidates and is hereby declared the winner • . 

12. In the event of o tic vote, selection shall be by 
random lot. 

13. The Council shall by resolution confirm 1ts new Speaker 

:t hereby cert:Lfy thzit the :forcqo1no rc:solution was. duly 
considerecs by the Navajo Notion Council ct n duly colled meeting 
i.n Windo\>1 Rook, Navajo Nation (Arizonc) ot which a quorum wne 
pz:eaant end thDt the ~amo wa~ paaaod by a vote of 21 in fnvor and 
2 opposed, thie 24th dny ot January 2011. . 

Motion: Charle~ Damon, It 
5ocond: Jonathan Hale 

~'~ 
Jonat~ Pro Tell\ Spoakar 

Navajo Nation Council 

OJ -B.'1-- II 
Date 

' 




