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LEGISLATION NO: 0033-25 SPONSOR: Germaine Simonson

TITLE: An Action Relating to the Health, Education and Human Services
Committee; Appointing Health, Education and Human Services Committee
Members to the Indian Health Service National Tribal Budget Formulation
Workgroup and the Direct Service Tribes Advisory Committee

Date posted: __March 24, 2025 at 5:19 PM.

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navajo-nsn.gov

Written comments may be mailed to:

Executive Director
Office of Legislative Services
P.O. Box 3390
Window Rock, AZ 86515
(928) 871-7586

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters,
position papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet.

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation
chapters and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received
become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo
Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any
tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17
N.N.C. 8374 et. seq.
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LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET
Tracking No. __0032-25

DATE: February 11, 2025

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACTION RELATING TO THE HEALTH, EDUCATION
AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE, APPOINTING HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MEMBERS TO THE INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE
NATIONAL TRIBAL BUDGET FORMULATION WORKGROUP AND THE DIRECT
SERVICE TRIBES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

PURPOSE: If approved, this resolution will appoint three (3) Health, Education, and Human
Services Committee members as alternative representative to the Indian Health Service National
Tribal Budget Formulation Workgroup and the Direct Service Tribes Advisory Committee.

Final Authority: Health, Education and Human Services Committee

Vote Required: Simple Majority

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by the standing
committees. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each Council Delegate to review each proposed
resolution in detail.
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1 PROPOSED STANDING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION
2 25" NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL — Third Year, 2025
3 INTRODUCED.BY )
4 %// .
5 - N
{
6 Primary Sponsor
7
8 TRACKING NoO. __(0033-25
9
10 AN ACTION
11 RELATING TO THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES
12 COMMITTEE, APPOINTING HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN
13 - SERVICES COMMITTEE MEMBERS TO THE INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE
14 NATIONAL TRIBAL BUDGET FORMULATION WORKGROUP AND THE
15 DIRECT SERVICE TRIBES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
16
17 BE IT ENACTED:
18
19 SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY
20 A. The Health, Education, and Human Services Committee is established as a standing]
21 committee of the Navajo Nation Council. The committee consists of six delegates of the
22 Navajo Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. § 400(A)-(B).

23 B. The Health, Education, and Human Services Committee is empowered “[t]o establish
24 Navajo Nation policy, promulgate rules, and regulations governing health, social
25 services, education, human services, and general government services of the Navajo
26 Nation and its tribal organizations, entities, and enterprises.” 2 N.N.C. § 401(B)(1).

27 C. The Health, Education, and Human Services Committee (HEHSC) is empowered “[t]o
28 ensure compliance and implementation of laws and policies of the Navajo Nation relating]
29 to health, social services, education, general government services and human services. 2
30 N.N.C. § 401(B)(1).
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SECTION TWO. FINDINGS

A. The Indian Health Service (“IHS”) National Tribal Budget Formulation
Workgroup consists of two tribal representatives from each of the 12 IHS Areas.
The workgroup provides guidance to the IHS Headquarters budget formulation
team throughout the budget formulation cycle for each fiscal year.

B. The Direct Service Tribes Advisory Committee was established in 2005 to
provide leadership that advises the IHS Director on the development of health
policy and participates in IHS decision making that affects the delivery of health
care.

C. On January 17, 202[5], Navajo Nation President Dr. Buu Nygren submitted a
letter to the Indian Health Services, attached as Exhibit A, designating the Navajo
Area Representatives for the IHS National Tribal Budget Formulation Workgroup

and the Direct Service Tribes Advisory Committee as follows:

Primary Representative: Dr. Buu Nygren, President
Navajo Nation
P.O. Box 7440
Window Rock, AZ 86515
Ph: (928)871-7000

Email: president.buunyeren/@navajo-nsn.gov

Alternative Representative: Delegate Germaine Simonson, Vice Chair, HEHSC
P.O. Box 3390
Window Rock, AZ 86515
Ph: (928)871-7160
Email: germain.simonson(navajo-nsn.gov
Alt #1: Delegate Vince James, Chair, HEHSC
P.O. Box 3390
Window Rock, AZ 86515
Ph: (928)871-7160

Email: vincejames@navajo-nsn.gov
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Alt #2:

Technical Advisor:

Tech Adv #1:

Tech Adv #1:

Delegate Dr. Andy Nez, HEHSC
P.O. Box 3390

Window Rock, AZ 86515

Ph: (928)871-7160

Email: andv.nez@navajo-nsn.gov

Sherylene Yazzie, Executive Director
Navajo Department of Health

P.O. Box 1390

Window Rock, AZ 86515

Ph: (928)871-6350

Email: sherylenem.vazzie/@navajo-nsn.gov

Virgil Davis, CEO

Winslow Indian Health Care Center
500 North Indiana Ave.

Winslow, AZ 86047

Ph: (928)289-4646

Email: virgil.davis@wihcc.org

Joette Walters, MBA, MSN, CEO

Tuba City regional Health Care Corporation
P.O. Box 600

Tuba City, AZ 86045

Ph: 1(866)976-5941

Email: joette.walterst@tchealti.org

SECTION THREE. APPROVAL

The Health, Education, and Human Services Committee acknowledges Navajo Nation

President Dr. Buu Nygren as the primary representative and his designation of technical

advisors as stated in Exhibit A and restated herein. The Health, Education, and Human

Services Committee appoints the following committee members to serve as alternate
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representatives for the IHS National Budget Formulation Meeting and the Direct Service

Tribes Advisory Committee:

Alternative Representative: Delegate Germaine Simonson, Vice Chair, HEHSC

Alt #1: Delegate Vince James, Chair, HEHSC

Alt #2: Delegate Dr. Andy Nez, HEHSC
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