
25TH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 
OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER

MEDIA CONTACT: 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 16, 2025

Health, Education, and Human Services Committee calls for 
stronger oversight and timely utility connections for veterans

Window Rock, Ariz. — On September 8, the Health, Education, and Human Services 
Committee (HEHSC) convened to review ongoing housing construction and renovation 
efforts administered by the Navajo Veterans Administration (NNVA). Committee members 
raised concerns over delayed home completion, uneven distribution of homes across 
agencies, and inadequate communication with veterans and families awaiting housing.
 
The NNVA reported that a total of 264 veterans are listed for housing renovation, with 67 
homes under construction and 18 homes completed and granted to veterans. However, 12 
completed homes remain unoccupied due to pending water and electricity hook-ups. The 
agency confirmed that approximately $9.8 million in ARPA housing funds remain unspent 
out of the original $50 million allocation, with a deadline to expend the funds by September 
2026.
 
Committee members highlighted several key issues. Delegate Helena Nez Begay stressed 
that veterans and their families must be treated with greater dignity and kept informed 
throughout the process, noting that some homes had been delivered but remained 
unfinished for months.
 

The Health, Education, and Human Services Committee raised concerns over delayed home completion and 
inadequate communication with veterans and families.
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Vice Chair Germaine Simonson questioned why Central Agency had received a larger share of 
homes and suggested that the strategies used to prepare veterans for eligibility there should 
be shared with other agencies. She also recommended the NNVA explore temporary solutions 
such as solar power for homes that remain off-grid.
 
Council Delegate Dr. Andy Nez raised concerns about the slow pace of policy reviews and 
asked the administration to consider ways to streamline eligibility requirements, so veterans 
are not burdened with unnecessary steps. He also sought assurances that the ARPA funds 
would be fully spent before the federal deadline.
 
Delegate George Tolth pressed the agency to strengthen oversight of contractors and 
develop a clear housing plan, cautioning that delays and uneven distribution risk leaving 
veterans without needed support even while significant funds remain unused.
 
NNVA officials responded that renovation contracts are currently under the 164 review 
process and are expected to move forward in the new fiscal year. Presenters acknowledged 
communication gaps and committed to having housing specialists provide regular updates to 
veterans. Regarding delays in utility hook-ups, officials explained that coordination with NTUA 
and other providers is ongoing but subject to extended timelines and noted that temporary 
solar options are being explored for remote homes.
 
On policy issues, NNVA representatives clarified that veterans must remain the primary 
leaseholders on home site applications to ensure long-term security, though amendments to 
streamline eligibility are under review. Officials also pledged to hold additional application 
drives in underserved regions, including Utah Navajo, to ensure equitable distribution of 
homes across all agencies.
 
The Health, Education, and Human Services Committee voted four in favor and none 
opposed, to accept the NNVA housing report with directives, reaffirming its commitment to 
ensure that Navajo veterans and their families receive timely and equitable housing support.
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