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LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET

Tracking No. _ ()252-25~

DATE: October 31, 2025

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACTION RELATING TO HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
HUMAN SERVICES, RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT, BUDGET AND FINANCE
AND NAABIK’IYATI’ COMMITTEES AND NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL;
AMENDING RESOLUTION CAP-35-18 BY APPROVING A TWO-YEAR EXTENSION
FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF SIHASIN FUNDS FOR CHAPTER PROJECTS

PURPOSE: This proposed resolution approves a two-year extension to Resolution CAP-35-18.
FINAL AUTHORITY: Navajo Nation Council

VOTE REQUIREMENT: Simple Majority

This written summary does not address reccommended amendments as may be provided by

the standing committece. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests cach Council Delegate
to review the proposed resolution in detail.
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AN ACTION
RELATING TO HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES, RESOURCES
AND DEVELOPMENT, BUDGET AND FINANCE AND NAABIK’IYATI’
COMMITTEES AND NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; AMENDING RESOLUTION
CAP-35-18 BY APPROVING A TWO-YEAR EXTENSION FOR THE
EXPENDITURE OF SIHASIN FUNDS FOR CHAPTER PROJECTS

BE IT ENACTED:

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY

A. The Health, Education and Human Services Committee of the Navajo Nation Council is
empowered to provide legislative oversight on matters involving health, social services,
education, general governmental services and human services. 2 N.N.C. § 400(C)(1).

B. The Resource and Development Committee of the Navajo Nation Council is empowered
to exercise oversight authority on matters involving roads and transportation,
communications and utilities, information technology, chapter activities, economic and
community development, rights-of-way, public utilities and housing. 2 N.N.C. § 500(C).

C. The Budget and Finance Committee of the Navajo Nation Council is empowered to

review and recommend to the Navajo Nation Council the budgeting, appropriation,
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investment, and management of all funds and to coordinate and review all fiscal, financial
and investment activities of the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §§ 301(B)(2) and (5).

The Naabik'lyati’ Committee of the Navajo Nation Council is empowered to review all
proposed legislation which requires final action by the Navajo Nation Council. 2 N.N.C.
§ 164(A)(9).

The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §
102(A).

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS

A.

On April 17, 2018, the Navajo Nation Council approved Resolution CAP-35-18,
establishing the Sihasin Fund Powerline and Chapter Projects Expenditure Plan, to fund
powerline, waterline and capital projects throughout the Navajo Nation.

The Resolution CAP-35-18 Projects, depending on their readiness, were grouped into
funding cycles: (1) Navajo Tribal Utility Authority (“NTUA”) powerline and waterline
projects for the First Year distribution were to receive funding no later than the end of
Fiscal Year 2018; (2) NTUA powerline and waterline projects for Second and Third Year
distribution were to receive funding no later than the end of the first quarter of the
respective Fiscal Year; (3) Chapter and Non-NTUA Powerline Projects for the First Year
were to receive funding no later than the end of the third quarter of Fiscal Year 2018; (4)
Chapter and Non-NTUA Powerline Projects for the Second and Third Year distribution
were to receive funding by the end of the first quarter of the respective Fiscal Year.
Resolution CAP-35-18, Section Four (A)(2) and (3).

All Resolution CAP-35-18 project funds, regardless of the year funded, were initially
required to be spent or encumbered within twenty-four (24) months of distribution by the
Office of the Controller to the Capital Projects Management Department (CPMD), Local
Governance Act (“LGA”) Certified Chapter, or NTUA; any project funds not spent or
encumbered within twenty-four (24) months of distribution are to be reverted or
reallocated to the Sihasin Fund. Resolution CAP-35-18, Section Four (A)(3)(g).
Resolution CAP-35-18 deadlines were extended to forty-eight (48) months then to
seventy-two (72) months through Resolutions CJA-03-21 and CMY-45-23, respectively.
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The Navajo Nation Division of Community Development, Division Director Candice
Yazzie, requested the Navajo Nation Council amend Resolution CAP-35-18 to authorize
an additional two-year extension for the expenditure of Sihasin Funds allocated to Navajo
Nation Chapters. This memorandum, dated September 22, 2025, is attached as Exhibit
A, and includes Resolution CAP-35-18.

Director Yazzie indicated, the “current timeframe limits expenditures to Year One, which
has expired, and Year Two, which will expire in December 2025. We propose extending
the expenditure period for an additional two years to allow Chapters continued access to
their approved Sihasin project funds. This extension will provide Chapters the necessary
time to adequately plan, coordinate, and implement their projects while meeting
procurement laws, environmental review requirements, design processes, and
construction timelines. A two-year extension ensures responsible use of funds and
supports the successful completion of community development projects as originally
intended under the Sihasin Fund legislation.”

A two-year extension for the expenditure of Sihasin Funds approved in Resolution CAP-

35-18 will allow chapters to complete previously approved projects.

SECTION THREE. AMENDING RESOLUTION CAP-35-18

A.

The Navajo Nation hereby extends the project completion deadline and time frames set
forth in Resolution CAP-35-18, as amended by Resolutions CJA-03-21 and CMY-45-23,
from seventy-two (72) months to ninety-six (96) months.
The Navajo Nation also amends Resolution CAP-35-18, Section Two, Paragraph S(4),
as amended by Resolution CJA-03-21 and CMY-45-23, as follows:
4. All of the proposed projects were vetted by CPMD and NTUA, respectively,
for project readiness before being apportioned into the three-year plans based on
project readiness status; therefore, if the funding for a project is not spent or
encumbered within seveaty-twe-{72)-ninety-six (96) months of distribution, the

project funds should revert to the Sihasin Fund; and

The Navajo Nation also hereby amends Resolution CAP-35-18, Section Four, Paragraph
A (2) (d), as amended by Resolution Nos. CJA-03-21 and CMY-45-23, as follows:
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d. Any individual Powerline or Waterline project funds that are not spent or
encumbered within seventy-twe—{72)-ninety-six (96) months of distribution to
NTUA shall be returned to the Sihasin Funds; and
D. The Navajo Nation hereby also amends CAP-35-18, Section Four, Paragraph A(3)(g), as
amended by Resolutions CJA-03-21 and CMY-45-23, as follows:

g. Any individual Chapter or non-NTUA Powerline Project funds that are not
spent or encumbered within seveaty-twe—(72)—ninety-six (96) months of
distribution to CPMD or transfer to a LGA Certified Chapter shall be returned to
the Sihasin Fund;

SECTION FOUR. EFFECTIVE DATE
This Action shall become effective pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 221(B).

SECTION FIVE. DIRECTIVES

A. The Capital Projects Management Department, Office of the Controller, Office of
Management & Budget, Division of Community Development, and LGA Certified
Chapters, as well as NTUA, shall take all steps necessary to expeditiously revise, if
necessary, applicable Memoranda of Agreement to reflect these amendments to
Resolution CAP-35-18, as amended by Resolutions CJA-03-21 and CMY-45-23.

B. All Navajo Nation programs named in this legislation, as well as NTUA and LGA
Certified Chapters, shall be held accountable for the implementation of these
amendments to Resolution CAP-35-18, as amended by Resolutions CJA-03-21 and
CMY-45-23, and the continued progress of tasks under their responsibility and control
and shall participate in work group meetings, if any, necessary to expeditiously

implement the Sihasin Fund Powerline and Chapter Projects Expenditure Plan.
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