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Resources and Development Committee approves Pinedale Chapter’s
updated Community-Based Land Use Plan
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The Resources and Development Committee recently approved the Pinedale Chapter’s updated Community-Based
Land Use Plan.

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. — The Resources and Development Committee (RDC) voted Tuesday
to recertify Pinedale Chapter’s updated Community-Based Land Use Plan following a presen-
tation by chapter officials and the Planning and Zoning Commission. The action outlines a
renewed framework for housing, economic development, and transportation improvements
identified by the community.

Legislation No. 0230-25, sponsored by Council Delegate Steven R. Arviso (Churchrock, lyan-
bito, Mariano Lake, Pinedale, Smith Lake, Thoreau), certifies the chapter’s updated five-year
plan.

The committee convened for a special meeting at the Pinedale Chapter in Pinedale, N.M. Del-
egates raised questions regarding resource needs, emergency response planning, the com-
munity cemetery, and support for commercial agriculture.

Council Delegate Otto Tso (To’Nanees Dizi) commended the chapter for maintaining a 70
percent Navajo/English language literacy rate, based on a 2023 community survey included
in the plan.”It shows that this community is not going to lose its culture,’ Tso said.

The updated plan identifies the chapter’s long-term development priorities. Community Ser-
vices Coordinator Titus J. Nez outlined these goals and responded to delegate inquiries.



“This plan is our five-year update,” Nez said. “The primary focus of this land use plan is to move
the chapter toward becoming a township and a self-sustaining entity.”

Nez added that the chapter aims to expand job opportunities, generate revenue, and build
critical infrastructure, including community cemeteries and local thoroughfares.

Council Delegate Rickie Nez (T'iistoh Sikaad, Nenahnezad, Upper Fruitland, Tse’ Daa’Kaan,
Newcomb, San Juan) expressed concern about the lack of a chapter-level emergency re-
sponse plan. He noted that under Title 26 of the Navajo Nation Code, the Local Governance
Act requires chapter presidents to “take action to protect the life and property of the mem-
bers of the Chapter in case of an emergency or other crisis.”

Coordinator Nez responded that the chapter currently follows regional emergency proce-
dures and is working to update its local plan.“We do have a plan in place at the chapter, and
we updated it last year,” he said.“We are reviewing it again to add more emergency compo-
nents, including designated emergency operations areas.”

RDC Chair Brenda Jesus (Oaksprings, St. Michaels) and Vice Chair Casey Allen Johnson (Cam-
eron, Coalmine Canyon, Birdsprings, Leupp, Tolani Lake) emphasized land withdrawal as a
foundation for economic development and job creation. Vice Chair Johnson asked both about
opportunities to develop portions of the Fort Wingate Army Depot and whether Pinedale’s
soil could support commercial agriculture.

Coordinator Titus J. Nez noted that land acquisition remains central to the chapter’s long-term
strategy and said the chapter aims to take proactive steps toward development. He also clari-
fied that, according to a USDA Soil Resource Report, only 643 acres—about 1.6 percent of the
chapter’s land base—are suitable for farming.

“We need a starting point to bring jobs and development to our community,” Nez said. “In-
cluding the Fort Wingate cooridor in our plan gives us that first step.”

Planning and Zoning Commission President and former Navajo Nation Council Speaker Law-
rence T. Morgan noted that chapter officials will now be responsible for carrying out the plan’s
goals.“This updated plan will guide the next five years,” Morgan said.“The Commission will
oversee future revisions, but it’s the chapter officers who will put the plan into action.”

On behalf of the 25th Navajo Nation Council, Chair Jesus congratulated the Pinedale Chapter
and Delegate Arviso.“With this approval in place, the real work begins—now it’s time to roll
up your sleeves and continue serving your community.”

The Resources and Development Committee approved Legislation No. 0230-25 with a vote of
three in favor and none opposed. Pinedale Chapter’s Community Based Land Use Plan can be

viewed on the chapter’s website at: www.pinedalegov.org.
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