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Special Prosecutor files ethics complaint against President Nygren's
former Chief of Staff Patrick Sandoval

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. — On Friday, Special Prosecutor Kyle T. Nayback filed a formal ethics
complaint in the Navajo Nation District Court against Patrick Sandoval, the former Chief of
Staff to Navajo Nation President Buu Nygren, alleging serious violations of the Navajo Nation
Ethics in Government Law stemming from his conduct while serving in the Office of the
President and Vice President (OPVP).

The complaint alleges that Sandoval violated multiple provisions of Navajo Nation law
by requesting and accepting more than $10,000 in gifts and/or loans for himself and/
or President Nygren from Innovative Electric, a business entity that was actively seeking
payment from OPVP in excess of $500,000 during Sandoval’s service as Chief of Staff.

According to the complaint, Sandoval served as the Chief of Staff from January 2023 through
March 2025, a role that carried significant authority over and influence over contractual

and financial obligations of the Navajo Nation. During this same period, Sandoval allegedly
accepted personal financial benefits from Innovative Electric while determining or
influencing whether the Navajo Nation would satisfy the claimed debt owed to that business.

The complaint alleges that these gifts and/or loans were not obtained from a regular lending
institution, were not insignificant in value, and were not motivated by a family or social
relationship. Instead, the complaint asserts that the benefits were accepted while the lender
had, or was seeking to obtain, a business or financial relationship with the Navajo Nation,
which is prohibited under 2 N.N.C. § 3756.

The complaint further alleges a violation of 2 N.N.C. § 3744, which requires public officials
to conduct themselves in a manner that reflects credit upon the Navajo people and
government. The Special Prosecutor asserts that Sandoval’s actions eroded the trust of the
Navajo people.

In addition, the filing states that the Office of Hearings and Appeals is conflicted from hearing
any matters relating to OPVP because it is housed under the Executive Branch under the
ultimate authority of President Nygren, necessitating the filing of this matter in District Court.

As remedies, the Special Prosecutor is seeking to have Sandoval disqualified from
appointment or employment in any Navajo Nation public office for five years, forfeiture of
compensation and benefits for a period of 30 days to one year, a public reprimand entered
into his permanent record, and a requirement to pay restitution.

The Special Prosecutor has requested that the Navajo Nation District Court schedule a
hearing to review the alleged ethics violations.
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