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LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET
Tracking No. ___ 000! -2

DATE: January 2, 2026
TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACTION RELATING TO NAABIK'iYATI’

COMMITTEE AND NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; APPROVING THE 2025
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL REAPPORTIONMENT PLAN

PURPOSE: This resolution, if approved, would approve the 2025 Navajo Nation Council
Reapportionment Plan.

FINAL AUTHORITY: Navajo Nation Council

VOTE REQUIRED: Simple Majority

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by the standing
committees. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each Council Delegate to revicw each proposed
resolution in detail,
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7
8 TRACKING NO. __ 000[-Z26
9
10 AN ACTION
11 | RELATING TO NAABIK'[YATI’ COMMITTEE AND NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL;
12 APPROVING THE 2025 NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL REAPPORTIONMENT PLAN
13
14 BE IT ENACTED:
15
16 SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY
17 A. The Naabik’iyati’ Committee has the power to review proposed legislation which
18 requires final action by the Navajo Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. § 164(A)(9).
19 B. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §
20 102(A).
21
22 SECTION TWO. FINDINGS
23 A. Pursuantto 11 N.N.C. § 9, every 10 years the Navajo Board of Election Supervisors
24 (“Board™) will recommend a voting reapportionment plan for Navajo Nation elections.
25 The voting reapportionment plan will designate the number and location of voting
26 precincts. All such precincts shall be approximately equal in population.
27 B. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 871(A), the Board was created by the Navajo Nation Council as
28 an independent entity and is responsible to the Navajo Nation Council only. The Board
29 is placed under the [Naabik'iyati’] Committee, who has ministerial oversight of the
30 Board.
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The Board generally oversees all elections, as well as being responsible for protection
of voters and candidacy opportunities. More particularly, the Board administers the
Navajo Election Code, supervises all elections, makes and implements rules and
regulations, enacts policies in carrying out election matters, and develops and
recommends reapportionment plans to the Navajo Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. § §73(B).
In Yazzie v. NBOES. 1 Nav. R. 213, 217 (1978), the Court of Appeals of the Navajo
Nation (currently, the Navajo Nation Supreme Court) has held that concerning
reapportionments plans for the Navajo Nation:

“Any plan adopted for the Navajo Nation must take into account

chapter boundaries, agency boundaries, district boundaries and other

geographic symbols of the traditional clan relationship of the Navajo

people. To do otherwise is to impose alien concepts of the Navajo

people in total disregard of their proud, historic and unique character.”
The Navajo Nation Council shall consist of twenty-four (24) delegates. 2 N.N.C. §
102(A).
Pursuant to 11 N.N.C. § 9, the initial voting reappointment plan was set to be
implemented in May 1975 and every proceeding ten (10) years. The 2025 Navajo Nation
Council Reapportionment Plan must be adopted for the period of May 2025 to May
2035.
Pursuant to its responsibilities, the Board prepared four (4) proposed draft
reapportionment plans which are contained in Board Resolution BOESD-70-25. Plans
1 and 2, utilized both the 2020 Federal census and the number of off-reservation voters
as provided through records of the Navajo Election Administration. Plans 3 and 4 were
based on the 2020 Federal census only. EXHIBIT B is Board Resolution BOESD-70-
25 and contains the four (4) Board reapportionment plans.
The four (4) proposed draft reapportionment plans prepared by the Board were
presented at public hearings held October 27, 2025 through October 31, 2025. In
addition to these public hearings, the Board also solicited written comments concerning
the proposed draft reapportionment plans.
On December 5, 2025, the Navajo Election Administration and the Board, with the
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assistance of their consultant, presented its four (4) proposed draft reapportionment
plans at a work session before the Naabik’iyati’ Committee of the Navajo Nation
Council.

After the December 5, 2025 Naabik’iyati’ Committee work session, the Board
determined that a fifth (5th) proposed plan should be prepared for consideration by the
Navajo Nation Council, among the other proposed plans. EXHIBIT B is Board
Resolution BOESD-70-25 and contains the Board’s fifth (5™) proposed plan.

By Resolution BOESS-70-25, the Board recommends three (3) of the five (5) proposed
reapportionment plans for the Navajo Nation Council to approve as the 2025 Navajo
Nation Council Reapportionment Plan. The three (3) Board recommended proposed
reapportionment plans in the following preferred order are — Plan 5, Plan 3 and Plan 4.
Each of the three (3) Board recommended proposed reapportionment plans are based on
the 2020 Federal census. See EXHIBIT B is Board Resolution BOESD-70-25 and
contains Board recommend proposed reapportionment Plans 5, 3 and 4 (plans listed in
preferred order).

The 2025 Navajo Nation Council Reapportionment Plan for the Navajo must be adopted

in accordance with the requirements of the Navajo Election Code at 11 N.N.C. §9.

SECTION THREE. APPROVING THE 2025 NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL
REAPPORTIONMENT PLAN

The Navajo Nation Council hereby approves Plan as the 2025 Navajo Nation

Council Reapportionment Plan, attached hereto as EXHIBIT A. The 2025 Navajo Nation
Council Reapportionment Plan shall be implemented starting with the 2026 Navajo Nation

General Election.
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