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Council Delegate Dr. Andy Nez sponsored legislation No. 0169-25, reauthorizing the Diné Higher Education Grand 
Fund Act.

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. - On Friday, the 25th Navajo Nation Council unanimously approved 
Legislation No. 0169-25, advancing a major reform to strengthen higher education funding 
across the Navajo Nation. 

Legislation sponsor, Delegate Dr. Andy Nez said, “Thank you to my colleagues on the Navajo 
Nation Council for our continued support to higher education and ensuring we continue to 
nourish a seed planted in 2004”. He continued, “This outcome affirms our collective effort to 
watch our learners grow while grounded in Diné values and language, aimed to strengthen 
our Nation and create opportunities for generations to come.”

Introduced on July 1, 2025, the legislation was developed to address chronic funding 
shortfalls that left many qualified Navajo students without financial assistance. The original 
proposal increased the annual allocation for the Diné Higher Education Grant Fund from 
$12.4 million to $30 million and established equal distribution among Diné College, Navajo 
Technical University, and the Office of Navajo Nation Scholarship and Financial Assistance.

An amendment sponsored by Council Delegate Cherilyn Yazzie that refined the funding 
level and strengthened accountability measures. 
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The amendment revised the annual allocation to $19 million and adjusted the distribution to 
$6 million each for Diné College and Navajo Technical University and $7 million for the Office 
of Navajo Nation Scholarship and Financial Assistance, prioritizing direct student support 
while maintaining institutional stability.

The amendment also requires dedicated investments in Diné language programs, teacher 
preparation, and K–12 education pipelines, while adding annual performance and financial 
reporting requirements. 

These provisions ensure that funding is tied to measurable outcomes such as enrollment, 
graduation rates, workforce certification, and community impact.

Together, the legislation and amendment represent a balanced approach that expands 
access to higher education while reinforcing transparency, cultural preservation, and fiscal 
responsibility.

The 25th Navajo Nation Council unanimously approved Legislation No. 0169-25 with a vote of 
19 in favor and zero opposed. Once certified and delivered to the Office of the President and 
Vice President, Navajo Nation President Buu Nygren will have up to ten calendar days to act 
on the legislation. 

###


